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Michael Lopez is the senior director of Football Data and Analy�cs for the 
Na�onal Football League (NFL) and a former sta�s�cs professor at 
Skidmore College. At the NFL, his work uses data and analy�cs to 
enhance the game’s compe��veness, officia�ng, health and safety, and 
pace of play through rules changes, the crea�on of new metrics, and the 
tes�ng and implementa�on of new technology. 

Lopez has writen extensively about sports data, including ar�cles for 
Sports Illustrated, FiveThirtyEight, and Deadspin, and has served as both 
an associate editor and co-editor-in-chief of the Journal of Quantitative 
Analysis in Sports. In 2020, Lopez was awarded the Significant 
Contributor award from the American Sta�s�cal Associa�on’s Sec�on on 
Sta�s�cs in Sports. Lopez earned his Bachelors in Mathematics from 
Bates College, his Masters in Statistics from University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, and his PhD in Biostatistics from Brown University.  


